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One of the invisible markers of the shift into adulthood is maybe when the question changes from ‘What do 
you want to be?’ to ‘What do you do?…..

Being and doing. For many of us, our identity – that picture we present, or that others see – is somehow 
wrapped up in the work that we do.  It shifts when the job changes. 

Over the past 23 years, all of the work we’ve made as Quarantine might be seen as a kind of portraiture. Brief, 
consciously imperfect fragments of lives being lived, stitched together to make something bigger, messier, 
clumsier, perhaps more grandly human. Our own work – the thing that we do - is as makers of circumstances 
in which other people can, for a moment or two at least, present themselves. Inevitably, Quarantine make 
choices about how to frame these circumstances – where to place the lens or draw the eye. We try to show our 
hand, expose our means of production. That’s our job.

When we started inviting people to come and talk to us about their work and their lives, we quickly realised 
that we needed to give them time – that even 12 hours might not be enough. To mark this half day, we’re 
bringing some of the outside world in – a quest around Leeds, live-streaming videos back into the theatre that 
capture a glimpse of what people are doing, right now, in this particular city. 

And so here we are at last, spending time in a room together, after this unimagined, unimaginable year 
and a half. We’re a small handful of the hundreds of thousands of people who make up this place, gathering 
together, looking at and listening to each other.
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Quarantine
Quarantine is a Manchester-based ensemble of artists and producers who have been making work for 23 
years. United by an interest in what it means to be alive right now, they have achieved international acclaim 
for work that is intellectually rigorous, radical in form, and unique in character. Past works include dance 
marathon Wallflower, the epic quartet of live performance and film Summer. Autumn. Winter. Spring.; and the 
ongoing, monthly curry and conversation event No Such Thing. 

        www.qtine.com  
          
Transform
Transform is an engine room for powerful performance. We create exhilarating international festivals and 
work year-round to catalyse future-gazing artists and creatives to reimagine what theatre can be. Presented 
as an extended festival from Autumn 2021 to Spring 2022, Transform 21-22 will invite audiences from across 
Leeds and beyond to connect with bold, brave, vivid and socially-conscious performance by powerful artists 
from across the globe.

        transformfestival.org

       @qtineuk         @QtineMcr        /QtineMcr

       @transform_leeds         @transform_leeds        /transformleeds


